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. FROM. GLADYS'S PAPER: 1N=THEEAHLY-1950'sfm
__thg_establishment'of"a-Lutheran Church to meet. the s

_Sonage, 'a. church site, and thé'ﬁuilaing’of'fhe'firSt,Uni;,oz”"

.- Lutheran Church -in Moorheadi«miﬂnesqté

j  ~beginnings. ‘Rev. Erling Jacobson:was_callgdhpy the Mi

1

any people in C.V.,praxe@
gnowingspopulatinﬂ;"As“these prayers"éScende tdeo
Lutheran Church (ELG) ame - "0
960, was also praying for guidance in'segegtioh,of_new‘fiel
Mission Congregations, WOuldibé,eszaﬁlisheﬁg_lSt_‘ s. of DPopu’
Préximity: to other Lutheran Chu;bhes'qf_thé‘NépionalpLuﬁh

a gift called “Grantiin;Aid""of'appiox1mately'$20,000 to be used for
salary, rental of parsonage, suppllies for church and sunday sch
A Darish Worker to assist in-the canvass of the new area would
for 3 mos, free of charge to the new church. Next g rastor was
assume the task of ofganizing_the'nqw congregation and choosing_a

IN AUGﬁST~1953a=ca113was‘fs§ded'tqRév:iﬂfifng,ﬁl ﬁédobsén;

: » * He ‘accepted and -with .Mrs, Ja
arrived im G. V, Jan. 20, 1954 p A

-----

iceted they'd attend, % families were present at the first
Gratefu3~heart5'greeted thém;'_The-work'WaS}begun. " o o s

THE'END' OF THAT, |

FRIN THE. 1964 DIRECTORY: 'St. Mark's’ Lutheran Chure _
by tke deecision of the Home Mission*ﬁommittee:of the Calif, Dist, and
Generzl Home Mission"Bdari of .the ELQ

Severtson. & Mr. Chris Knutson met several times with the .C,

the burpose -of -obtaining a permit tg establish a church in C.V,- Many:

locations for Sutt, - services were considered, The 7th Day Adventist;church
- offered thgin:faci“ities-which-gave,us“a fine place for. our 1st s
paid $15 per Sun. for these fécilities.; lst service was. held Sun
_1954;,in=tpe:7th~Day,Advéhtist Church at 4th &' p Sts., in ¢,V

were 1?#“peoplerin;attendance at ‘the 1st service. The offeri

' 1st S,s. session was held also Mar. 7, with 42 children in 3.S. and .18

St;aMérklsacame.to C.V. for one simple but glorious purpose: to proclaim the

8004 news-of God's amazing: Tove for mankind ‘and to offer His forgivene

Jesus Christ to everyone who will receiveinm.”_Thejlst b&by;baptized;
Kummer: - The choir was organized with-Hev.‘JachSOn as'our_dinector;
were held at.Al Myers'.homeé and:- Mrs. Joseph Hansen was piarnist for reh

-

e TR
W fip

piritual needs of; the
7 ra _ €d to God, the Evangelicqle~
» which becdame *: _part ‘of the A, L, C. of America in

pastor at Trinit

h:was_éSfablisﬁed in.C.v.

.C. Rev.'AnSlg,SevertsonfofﬁOur:Saqior's
.,Lutheran;Qhurch,'S.'D.-was a member of this'boardﬂandwhglped to initiate these

f Ssion Board to. organize
~.and serve'this.eongregation;j'Miss.DOrqthyiMurray.wﬁsfour_lst:Parish Worker,
; She made ﬁooa,hbuse:callssduring“hénfé mog.; of work here. Rew, Jagcobson,; Rev.

W,gCityucouncil—for

ervices, Ve
+ March 7,
+3» CA.: There
ng was $179. - The

. Rehearsal

for

cobson

“the

temporgr:

-teachers

ss in
was-Susan

earsals,
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Our first organist was ¥Mrg. Balph Withnell. St. Mark's was formally orginize
July 18,'54, with 198 membership. The Mission Board loaned the congregatiom
funds with which to provide a parsonage and 1lst unit of the church. In Apr.,
1954, the present site of 2,7 acres at Hilltop Dr. & "i" St. ‘was purchased.
In Sept. '54, 'the parsonage at 48 E. San Miguel Dr. was purchased. Our lgt
unit ‘of the church was building during the summer of 55 Wmnd was dedicated on
Oeb @3 -85, Our*figﬁtfBgérdgaf:Trustegs;wasﬁgamgosed;of:*CeeiltSmith;jﬂlvi
‘Beﬁ56ﬁ3‘Burth,Bbsgag,ichrfkiKﬂutsoqi&igomcggqurstad;afOurwlst'Boradfcfi
Dedcons was compe ed of:  Leonard Moe, F. Zacharias,. Noble Nussberger and
-ﬁrﬁmyeféif“The“ﬁtﬂ”ManklsgLadléggGgi1q%helg¢thgighorganiaationalsmbe%iﬁggon

M?y_l?}ifﬁﬁf?éffthgipafépﬁﬁge;i;mrgk;Jaéabaqg;was;agtingfchaifman;*v13ﬁ;pres;

s., Cecll Smith, ,There was one aftermoon and one' evening group..
In'léu;{beﬁ?irme&'ﬁembéﬁgbip,of{&t;;ﬁgnkfs.w§5;68ﬁh:;Wbmen'srbrg:-coﬂﬁistsd
of 4 ¢irclés and 4 evening circles. Add'l S.S. rooms and Fellowship Hall wer
built during '59. Ave. Sun. School attendance was 264 in %64, Misg Arlene
Skaret was our 2nd. Parish Worker. . Our first Intern was VMons: Tieg: ~ Then,
ni&éﬁrLé%ohig*Eaﬂ};Hjelle,jGeQrge1M1pgri and-Norman Omodt-('64),: St, Mark's
“'will continue to extend the_hand of Christian Fellowship in ‘Worship and servi
with- the congregation and the organizations of the chureh, <+ . e g

. feroe g wats o ‘TRE ENDLOR.THAR, - sk
‘.FBOM*D@N?WEEQMQBK{S]PgPEELQEﬁHAI,197Q;INHHIS SAN DIEGO STATE COLLEGE HISTORY -
'CLASS, JUST EXCERPTS: St. Mark's began in 1953 when the Home Missions Dept.
of the Eqangeliqq;(Lgtheran;@hurcq,decidedata;establishzafcéﬁgfégatioﬂ;in_c.v
’TheiPréS$ﬁéf_;h@quliﬂgﬂbistg,gbr.,Q@xlre&gFa%de;-alsozPﬁes:%cf”thafHdmé‘Mis—
Tons 'Committee offthe Calif. Dist. recommended: this on :the suburban growth
of this area, C.V. had grown from 5,138 in 1940 to 25,846 in 1953, So, in-
1954, the Home Missions Report included. C.¥., CA as a region with a mission
church..... ~The Home Missions Dept. called Rev. Erling R. Jacobson to organi
. & congregation there,. ' He and his wife left Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhe
- Minn," and arrived in C.V. Jan. 20, 'S4, _Miss: Dorothy Murray, 4 Calif, Dist.

Home Missions parish worker foined them for their preliminary work. ' For 3 mo
she traveled throughout C.V. and made 5000 calls. Half resulted in perscnal
contact, When nobpdy,masybome,,she—lertgarpahmphlet;'whichéiﬁclﬁdeh:infé,
about’ the' ELC Synod. and the formation of a new:Lutheran Church:to be'called
St: Mark!s.  Pastor Jacobson visited those people who: expressed an intepest i
forming a congregation., "In preparation of the lst Sun, service, he contacted
the C.V, City Council to mse the town's recreational center. He couldn't so
he rented the 7th Day Adventist Church on 4th & D St. instead. 168 people
came to the March 7, 1954 service., 47 children attended S.S. classes, They
- lmmédiately started looking for real. estate and eventually made a“pu#chase
April 5, 1954, of the property at Hilltop Dr. & I Street, for 818,000,

- 'Org, ‘mting. was held July 18, ddopting constitution. . The HomeeMissions pasto
VH,Erliﬁgf;aéoﬁﬁon;(aéqutgd;a'lettenxqffcall,.and the rew St. Mark's Evangelica!
"~ Lutheran Church of C.V. became officially .incorporated Sept, 14, 1954 They

- puechased the parsonage at 48 San Miguel. Dr,. Aug. 17 for: 14,500, -B¥ Mar. !5
-~ Ihey broke ground for the church "(April 3...0ot. 23, dedicated completed firsi
~uni, o St,” Mark's founding period- lasted. until 1958, when: they reéfinanced their
~loan from the ﬁome,MiggidnS»Dept;,quﬁhe,ELcywthezappropriaté:Bﬁépjﬁ6¥béftakez
Soy; ‘1954 to 1958 are called the Founding Years, but substantial congregational
, growth at&*tﬁkg[plage‘ax'iﬁ:those;yeanslgnlnyl5h;‘198~cdnfirméd'membérs}ﬂénd
in '50 749 members, 464 confirmed into Lutheran fait «.20ct. 18} *59,: 3dded
Fellowship Hall and thé Education Unit (upper level of classroomg). ' Membershi
from !'59 to '63 rosé from 749 to. 1045, with 684 confirmed. 50, they began an
internship program in 1959. The intern, a student of religion - in-a buyeap
seminadry program, aided the pastor. .1st.was Moms Tieg.  'St. Mark's became
8 part of the American Lytheran.Church.Synod; organized in 1960; in-1962,
The Women's Guild became the A.L.C.W., grouping in cireles, concerned with"

" Bible study, cultural exchange and. various charities,: Mar. 14, 1964, Pastor
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Erling Jacobson passed away after a heart attack. BRev. Erwin Vossler,

an intern Norman Omodt, and a strong church council continued St. Mark's
mission in the community. Pastor Lauren Egdshl accepted a call in May, 1964,
‘and accepted on June 8. They camed from Ia Puente, Calif, Mr. Calvery Luther
Church. They started a new building program in 1964 because of expansion
problems. In April, 1965, the congregatian had to have 3 services each Sun.,!
Ground-breaking took place in July 1966, and the new church was finished in
March 1967, They dedicated the sancutary on May 7, 1987 under the direction
of Dr. Falde, They decided they needed an Assistant Pastor and James Donald,
a former intern, became part of St. Mark's clergy. From 195% to 1967, St.
Mark's expanded its facilities 3 times! An expression of COMMUNITY service
is present in Chula Vista, CA -~ it is St. Mark's Lutheran Church!

\

Y

GLADYS MYERS TOLD ME: She and Al, the Fortners, and the Knutsons were
members of Our Savior Lutheran Church in San Diego, part of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church. Ansel Syvertson was their pastor, and he said they needed
a church in Chula Vista, A mission congregation, Dorothy Murray, a parish
worker, and the Jacobsons came to Chula Vista. Dorothy conducted a door-to-
door survey of 35000 homes, and Pastor Jacobson visited those interested,
168 came to 1lst service March 7, 1954, S.S. started right away. Met in
7th Day Adventist church, Had to take everything back and forth from there
since it wasn't their permanent church. At the 1st communion gervice there,
they ran out of glasses! Had to reuse. From then on, they always, brought ,
hot water in thermos bottles to rinse them out. CZémxa@;4'dﬁA¢bfﬂLfﬁBC§;
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"Getting to Know You". UWe do want to get to know you, SO

I will introduce you to everyone., But first of ail, I'g

like to introduce the Pastoral Staff of St. Mark's and their
wives, our guests this evenings Please stand as I call your name,

Please hold your applause until I have finisghed introducing
them. Bud and Mary Egdahl. Troy and Annette Mooneyham. And
Dick and Leila Ellingson.,

And another guest of St. HMark's tonight is our 0ffice Secretary
who does so0 much for us and has been with uz 16 years - Marg
Wilkinson and her husband, Roger!

And now, we want to get to know our Founders. We want to

learn your names and faces. So, would you please stand up

when I introduce you and then please sit down so I may introduce
the next person. And I ask again that you hold your applauss
until T finish so we carn hear each name clearly. The zuesks Found
are listed in your program on Page 3 alphabetically.

First is Mrs. Carlette Barker, and She's a present Member.
Mr., & Mrs. Alvin Benson.

Mr, and Mrs. Robert Bergan, still members.

¥rs—and Vrs, Gayle Balin; presently members,

;. § ] Le .
feleast Foy o, b Arinbea L Uy
Mrs. Shirley Fortner, a,MembeP;"éﬁx'ﬁvﬂv-“‘“f b

#

¥r. and Mrs. Joseph Hansen,

Mr, Adrian Helland, still a Member,

Mrs. Myrtle Jacobson, our Founding Pastor's wife, still = Member.
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Knutson. ‘
lr. and ¥Mrs. Curtis Lindberg, present members.

Mrs, Mildred Mueller, who is not 1lisfed in your program, but was
able to come tonight,

Mr. and Mrs, Al ¥yers, current'ﬁembers.
stk i11_a_lember,

Mr. and Mrs., Virgil Rollins, present Members.
Mr. and Mes. George Selby, current Vembers,
Mr.  and Mrs. Mark Serabia
Fro—and-¥es, Clyde SUDri, still Members,

Mr. and Mrs., Francis Zacharias, present Members.

WELCOME TO YOU ALL!:! %A {Lead Applause)






